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I.—Forrten Poxrics. 


The Pratikar, of the 27th November, says that there must be 


"Bassin in Central Asia some foundation for the rumour that Russian 


officials have assured the Turkomans that 
there will be no war on the Afghan frontier until the railway to Merv is 


completed. Anybody that has any correct knowledge of the policy of 
territorial annexation followed by Russia in Central Asia, must admit that 
her desisting from war for the present has been dictated by her desire to 
gain time for making warlike preparations. So far, nothing has occurred 
to inspire Russia with such fear of England as might dissuade her from once 
measuring her strength with that power. 

2. The Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 2nd December, says that Anglo- 


eels. Indian newspapers are blaming native papers 


; for opposing the Burmese war, and the 
annexation of Burmah. ‘Mr. Bright has proved the injustice of the annexa- 


tion. Natives would not have objected to the war if its expenses had been 
borne by the English people. Indians know that the glory of the English is 
their glory. But they cannot consent to be ruined for the sake of that 
lory. 
: "3. The Bharat Mihir, of the 3rd December, says that, now that 
ia Theebaw has surrendered himself to the 
British Government, his deposition or an- 
nexation of his kingdom will have the effect of convincing the public that 
it was not his imprudence that dictated the recent war against him, but 
that, in embarking upon it, Government was swayed by some secret motive. 
The proper course now appears to be to make a treaty with him, and leave 
him in the possession of his kingdom. But, considering Government’s 
greed of territory, there is very little expectation that it will do so. 
4. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 3rd December, says that Indians 
rae | are a subject race, and do not venture to 
freely express their feelings. The writer is 
not pleased at the prospect of English occupation of Burmah. The English 
say that the Burmese soldiers are very much delighted at this prospect ; but 
it 18 not certain whether reverence or fear is the cause of the expression 
of such delight. The question now is, how Burmah is to be governed— 
whether Burmah is to be annexed, or Theebaw is to be deposed, and some 
other person set up on the Burmese throne? The writer says that there 
is no need of keeping up a farce. If Government means to exercise 
authority in Burmah, it should annex the country. By that arrangement 
every party will be benefitted. Firstly, England will be benefitted, as the 
occupation of Burmah will afford employment to many Englishmen who 
cannot earn their livelitood at home, and as it will enable England to 
get rid of her wicked men who may emigrate to Burmah. It will also 
improve the condition of trade by the introduction of free trade in Burmah. 
Burmah also will become civilized by the study of Western Literature and 
Science; but the advice given by Dr. Congreve, the Positivist, is the best. 
He says that England is going to occupy Burmah owing to greed and 
without any offence on the part of that country, and that the English people 
are diseracing themselves by following tie annexation policy of Lord 
Dalhousie. Dr. Congreve is of opinion that, instead of fighting with Burmah, 
the English Government should return to Burmah the provinces which 
she has taken from her. : 
5. The Sahachar, of the 8rd December, has said before, and says 
a again, that the annexation of Burmah will 
: 3 produce very evil results. The extension of 
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the Empire will weaken its strength. In Southern China the English wil} 
find greater difficulties than they have found in Burmah. The rulers of th 
lace are more barbarous than Theebaw. Thus there will be war with Ch; : 
ill China also be'‘annexed ? When placed in a dangerous.situation Ching 
will join Russia. The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin will not be guided 
by the counsel of Anglo-Indians. The probability of obtaining high! 
paid posts, and suddenly acquiring riches, is a very strong motive for a 
acts. But Lord Dufferin is not only responsible for his acts to England 
and India, but also to posterity. Overcoming of greed is a creat merit 
in a ruler. * : 
6. The Bhert, of tne 4th December, says that, though bound to 
hs lianiaens Wee express Joy at the conquest of Burmah by the 
British Government, it cannot bring itself 
to approve of the measure as equitable. Itis to be desired that Theebaw 
and his family may not be subjected to any oppression. The best course 
now for the British Government to pursue in Burmah is td assume the 
virtual sovereignty of the country, and to restore Theebaw to nominal 
authority. This will increase the glory of the English Government. 
7. The Bhdratbds, of the 5th December, observes, in reference to the 


‘es sini le charge of cruelty brought against Theebaw in 
order to justify the Burmese war, that the 
Ameer of Cabul is not less cruel than that King. The Ameer has, during the 


last two years, deluged Afghanistan with the blood of the Afghans. Why 
should then he be honored? Because the Afghans are strong and cour- 
ageous. The treatment extended to Theebaw is to be accounted for by the 
fact that he is a coward, and that the Burmese are weak. The annexation 
of Upper Burmah appears to have been a foregone conclusion with Govern- 
ment. But for unavoidable circumstances, the measure would have been 
accomplished during Lord Lytton’s rule. It was not accomplished during 
Lord Ripon’s administration because this Statesman was opposed to unjust 
annexations. But Lord Dufferin is a diplomatist and Lord Salisbury is now 
the Prime Minister, and so Upper Burmah is occupied at once. The 
charges against Theebaw are not well founded. He is now a_ prisoner, and 
anybody can now safely charge him with any offence. Burmah must be 
occupied, no matter whether by fair means orfoul. The Indian Foreign 
Office du not attach much importance to considerations of morality. The 
only hope-now lies in the return of the Liberals to pover. 


8. The Bangabdsi, of the 5th December, says that, though it is well 


ana fa known that the British Government will 
ot vernment and Bure annex Upper Burmah, one is tempted to 


indulge in the hope that it will not do so. 
It behoves Government to consider that whatever cause of war Theebaw 


might have afforded it, the Burmese people have given it no offence, and 
that it is not therefore just to deprive them of their independence. 
Annexation of Upper Burmah will be beneficial neither to the British 
Government nor to the Burmese people. It will only increase the already 
overwhelming responsibilities and embarrassments of the British Govera- 
ment in India. But by setting up a Burmese Prince on the throne of 
Burmah, Government can maintain its ascendancy in that country, and at 
the same time avoid the risk of dissatisfying the Burmese people. 
9. The Kamala, of the 6th December, says that it is not at all opposed 
senor to the extension of British empire or to the 


increase of British prestige; but that it 18 
Opposed to the Burmese war, because it is an unjust war undertaken for 


the benefit of English merchants. It will le-of 
India pay for this war. will be unjust to make the people 
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10. The Samaya, of the 7th December, says that, while England is 
busy with important matters in different 
: countries, Russia is not idle. On the plea 
of settling the boundaries of her territories in Asia, Russia has declared 
Maimana and Badakshan in Turkistan as lying within the limits of her 
Central Asian Empire. This has caused great excitement among the 
inhabitants of those regions. Russians again suspect the intentions of the 
English as regards Herat, and believe that the English are preparing to 
occupy that place with an army. This has made Russians cautious, and they 
are expediting their railways in Central Asia. 

11. The MNavavibhdkar, of the 7th December, says that, while the 
party of Lord Randolph Churchill is io favour 
| of the annexation of Burmah, the party of 
John Bright is opposed to it. Lord Randolph Churchill has himself stated 
the true cause of the Burmese war. On the strength of the Tory Secretary 
of State’s own words, the writer can say, without fear of contradiction, that 
the Conservatives are going to annex Burmah for the sole reason of satisfy- 
ing the indomitable greed of the English nation. Lord Randolph Churchill 
knows full well that Indian blood and treasure will be spent upon the war. 
Because he knew this, he told his English audience not to be uneasy on account 
of the expenses of the war. Mr. Bright has on the contrary dissuaded 
the English people from the annexation of Burmah, and has reminded 
them that it was the annexation policy of the English Government that 
led to the Sepoy Mutiny. Ue has also reminded them of the promise made 
by the Queen and Parliament, after the mutiny had been quelled, to abandon 
the annexation policy; but there is no hope of such righteous counsels 
having any weight so long as greed is powerful in men’s minds. The ultimate 


Russian movements. 


Burmah. 


results of the annexation will be very bad. The writer warns Lord 


Dufferin against the evil results of the annexation of Burmah. 

12. The same paper thanks Lord Dufferin for declaring his peaceful 

3 intentions and expressing joy at the absence 
| of bloodshed in the occupation of Burmah, 
even after he had entered upon a war with that country. The writer will 
be glad if His Excellency now shows generosity to the captive Burmese King. 
But the writer knows that His Lordship has no power in this matter, and is 
being guided by the instructions of the Conservative ministry. 

13. The Sadr Sudhdénidhs, of the 7th December, says that General 

The English General’s treatment of Prendergast should not have removed the 
the Burmese King. Burmese King who surrendered, to Rangoon 
at his own discretion, but should have merely guarded the Burmese King in 
order to prevent his escape, and asked for the instructions of Government us 
to how he was to proceed. 

14. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 7th December, refers to the 
conflicting news regarding the arrangements 
to be made in Upper Burmah. Lord Ripon is 
Opposed to annexation, and if the Liberals return to power, and he becomes 
the Secretary of State for India, Burmah will not probably be annexed. 
An influential English newspaper also has stated that there will be no 
annexation. ‘Telegraphic intelligence has, on the other hand, been received 
that Lord Dufferin has decided upon annexing Burmah. It is difficult 
to say which news ought to be believed. But considering the English- 
man’s love of territorial annexation, his strong desire to possess Burmah 
which has found expression during the last thirty years, the wealth of 
Burmah, its undeveloped resources, and the manifest advantages which its 
Occupation by the British Government would bring to British commerce 
and emigration, one fiuds it hard to believe that annexation will not be 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 
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resorted to. Nevertheless the friends and well-wishers of the Brit h 
Government are opposed to the idea, and fear that occupation of U * 
Burmah will give rise to numerous complications and embarrassment, 
It has been pointed out that even Lord Dalhousie was Opposed to the 
annexation of that country, on the ground of its vicinity to the powered 
Chinese empire. The objections to the annexation of Burmah which 
were regarded as very strong by Lord Dalhousie have at the present tim 
received additional strength from the fact of the gener : 


: al improve 
recently made by the Chinese people. It may be said that Cilia tear 


not object to British occupation of Upper Burmah, inasmuch as mA 
did not object to the establishment of British influence in Nepal which 
is under her authcrity. To this it may be replied that the position of 
Nepal differs from that of Upper Burmah. Nepal is ruled by a powerful Hindy 
dynasty and is protected on all cides by the mighty Himalayas. The British 
Resident in Nepal possesses but nominal authority. China cannot easily 
effect an entrance into that country, but the case is far different with 
Upper Burmah, which 1s easily accessible to China. The editor reproduces 
jer approval the observations made by the London Spectator on this 
subject. 
15. The same paper says that many believe that the English have not 
eisai been able to conquer Upper Burmah as easily 


as theysay they have, because in that case 
there would have been no rumour as to their suppressing much correct 


news of their movements. If they have done so, then action in this 
matter may have been probably rendered necessary on the consideration 
that British troops perhaps at the outset met with some reverses, or perhaps 
committed cruelties, or it was found necessary to do many things secretly, 
If British troops have really committed any cruelties, why should Govern. 
ment be so anxious to conceal the fact ? Itis well known that in times 
of war British troops commit acts of cruelty. The approach of Russia 
has made the British Government in India very uneasy. It believes that 
the people of India will rebel against it on the approach of any powerful 
nation. It therefore seeks to rule them by appealing to their fears. If 
therefore British troops had conquered Burmah easily, and had committed 
cruelties, the fact would have been in all likelihood proclaimed in order 
to inspire natives of India with greater dread of the prowess of the British 
nation. ‘The people therefore have naturally come to think that it is not 
true that British troops conquered Burmah without bloodshed. If Govern- 
ment has decided upon withholding all news of the defeat of British troops 
from the people of India, it will only injure its own cause. The British 
Government has not now for many years past engaged in war with any 
powerful nation, and has put up with humiliations in different quarters. 
So if British troops have really had to fight with brave Burmese troops, 
Government cannot do better than publish the fact to the world. Now that 
Burmah has been cenquered, and Theebaw made a captive, Lord Dufferin 
should without delay publish the true accounts of the war, otherwise the 
people would come to think that the conquest of Burmah has been 
accomplished not by means of military prowess, but by some ques 
tionable expedient. Lord Dufferin is a clever diplomatist and enjoys 
the confidence of all political parties in England. It does not therefore 
seem probable that correct news of the war is being suppressed. But the 
people of this country are losing their respect for Lord Dufferin. The 
measures adopted by him since his arrival in thiscountry in connection with 
the Afghan frontier question have all proved unduly costly and injurious 
to the British Government. The Rawal Pindee Durbar has not produced 
any benefit. But for this durbar the fighting at Panjdeh would not have 
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probably occurred, and England would not have been so much injured. By 
his misapplication of the Famine Insurance Fund, Lord Dufferin has indeed 
strengthened the Indian frontier, but he has at the same time weakened the 
British empire in India by shaking the confidence of natives. What the 
Burmese war will lead to no man can say. The same remark applies to the 
proposed Camp of Exercise at Umballa. In view of these facts the people 
may not unnaturally charge Lord Dufferin with having suppressed correct 
news regarding the Burmese war. 
16. The Som Prakash, of the 7th December, referring to the rumour 
Burmah that Lord Dufferin will soon go to Burmah, 
i says that he will perhaps go there to 
determine finally how the country is to be governed. But the writer is of 
opinion that no final arrangements should be made so long as the general 
election is not over. 
17. The same paper says that the Anglo-Indians consider that the 
ee disgrace of the English in the Soudan, and the 
insult which has been offered to them by 
Russia in Central Asia, have been compensated by the capture of Theebaw 
without fighting. Fora long time they had been thinking that a deed of 
valour or two had become necessary for the maintenance of British prestige 
in Asia. ‘Their desire has been fulfilled perhaps by the Burmese war. Be 
that as it may, Lord Dufferin is preparing the way for great future evils by 
his Burmese policy. Fighting with Burmah without any provocation, 
and the capture of Thecbaw, present the English in a very unamiable 
light. ‘The writer recommends that the policy followed in Afghanistan 
should be followed in Burmah; but it seems probable that instead of 
doing so Government will annex Burmah. This arrangement will be for 
the present greatly beneficial to Englishmen. The writer apprehends that 
civilized countries may not approve of the manner in which Burmah has 
been occupied. very one will understand that Theebaw has not been 
dealt with according to the principles of international law. There can be 


no doubt that Government will be soon involved in quarrels with the 
French and the Chinese. 


I].— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(b.)\— Working of the Courts. 


18. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 1st December, says that villages 
situated at a great distance from Burdwan 
on its north, west, and east are included in 
its jurisdiction, but all villages which are at a distance of more than seven 
or eight miles from it on its southern side are comprised in the Bancoorah 
district. The inhabitants of these latter villages are put to great in- 
convenience in carrying on litigation. The people of Indas, Rol Gopalnagar 
and certain other villages have to go to Banccorah, which is 40 to 50 miles 
distant, in order to prefer their appeals which if they were allowed to do 
at Burdwan, they would only have to traverse a distance of 14 to 15 miles. 
A petition was made on this subject to the Lieutenant-Governor, who directed 
its transfer to the High Ccurt. The Judges cf the High Court referred 
the petition to the Judge of Burdwan for report, who made it over for 
enquiry to others. The report submitted by these gentlemen supported 
the prayer of the petitioners. Nothing further is known of the petition. 
19. The Surabhi and Pataka, of the 3rd December, referring to 
The High Court and the sentence the High Court's upholding the decision 
passed upon the Subordinate Judge of passed by the Magistrate of Furridpore upon 
renege. the Local Subordinate Judge for slapping 
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a constable who was tormenting an innocent person, on the face, says that 
though the High Court has found the Subordinate Judge guilty of a 
technical offence, the public will reverence him for his manly and laudable 
conduct. Poor people have to suffer much injustice at the hands of the 
all powerful police. But who will, after this trouble of the Subordinate 
Judge of Furridpore, try to oppose the police. When a man of position 
like him has thus been punished for opposing the police, poor people wij] 
not venture to oppose it. 

20. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8rd December, referring to the 
acquittal of Mr. Gordon, the Manager of the 
Kalagol Tea Garden in Sylhet, by Mr. Pope 
and the proposal to commit the witnesses for the prosecution for perjury, 


Mr. Gordon’s case. 


_ says that it is needless to make any comments upon this good decision, 


Now that the trial is over, will Government do anything for the helpless 
coolies? It is, however, idle to expect so much from Government. 

91. The Bhdratbdst, of the 5th December, learns that Mr. B. I, 
Gupta will shortly revert to his substantive 
post of Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, 
Mr. Gupta is an able man, and it is exceedingly desirable to have him 
as a Magistrate in the Metropolis. But the time has come when he should 
be confirmed in the post of District Judge. 

22. The Sanjtvant, of the 5th December, says that, after a careful 
examination of the evidence of the witnesses 
in the Gordon case, it has found that their 
evidence agrees in all main points, though it 
differs slightly in some minor ones. This slight difference rather proves 
their honesty. Some witnesses were not present when the coolie boy was 
killed. They only saw his dead body carried by some other coolies, 
The murder was committed in the tea-plantation. The witnesses mentioned 
the name of the murderer; yet the English murderer was acquitted by an 
English Judge. One’s blood boils within one’s veins with indignation, 
when one considers that justice has not been done in this case of the 
killing of a boy ten years old. When will the country be saved from such 
cruel injustice ? What are natives to say to the Judge who, instead of doing 
justice in this case, has committed the witnesses for perjury? If 
natives are to be prosecuted for perjury, when they give evidence against 
English murderers, it will be impossible for them to live in this country, and 
Englishmen will be able to dishonour native women with impunity. Lord 
Dufferin is spending his time in amusements. To whom are Indians to 
complain of this murder? If Government does not intend to lose gradually 
the reverence of Indians, it should soon make efforts to do justice in this 
case, 

23. The Bangabdst, of the 5th December, writes, on the authority of 
its Burdwan correspondent, that recently, at 
Assensole, one Mr. Mitchell was charged 
with having shot at a cowherd, one of whose legs was greatly injured 10 
consequence. The European members of the bench trying Mr. Mitchell 
could not see that the accused had committed any offence, and came to the 
conclusion that the cowherd had broken his leg quite accidentally. But 
the native Magistrate on the bench having expressed himself differently, the 
accused was at length let off with a fine of only Rs. 75. All glory to the 
Penal Code ! 

24. The same paper quotes certain figures from the last annual report 
on the administration of Bengal to show that, 
; out of the very large number of persons 
charged with crimes before the police, a considerable proportion was 
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discharged by it for want of evidence against them. The remaining 
persons were sent up for trial before the Magistrates, who discharged 
many. Of those convicted by the Magistrates, a large number appealed 
to the Judge who acquitted some and modified the sentence which 
had been passed on some others. The editor considers it a matter 
of great regret that the law does not contain any provisions for inflicting 
punishment on those through whose fault so large a number of innocent 
persons have suffered the hardship, loss, and anxiety incident to the 
position of the accused successively before the Police, the Magistrate 
and the Judge. The Magistrates again, owing to whose wrong 
judgments so many innocent people have suffered, and are still suffer- 
ing, are not punished in the least. The British Government will not 
be able to earn fame as dispensers of justice until they shall have 
provided for the punishment of Magistrates who, in administering justice, 
do injustice. 

25. The Som Prakash, of the 7th November, says that the Civilian 
Governors are very eager to serve the Civi- 
lians. Referring to the rumour that the 
notorious Mr. Laidman will be appointed by Sir Alfred Lyall to the 
Customs Department, the writer says that Sir Alfred is surely possessed 
by an evil genius. He should punish Mr. Laidman; but instead of this 
he is going to reward him. 

26. The same paper says that those women who were committed to 

Subordinate English Judicial officers the sessions for perjury by Mr. Thomp- 
and Batives. son, Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan, on the 
ground of their having borne false witness against Mr. Enge have been 
discharged by the Sessions Judge. The writer says that it is frequently found 
that Subordinate English Judicial officers often try cases in a hostile spirit 
towards natives. Mr. Thompson could not perhaps bear to see common 
native women say anything against a European. But itis a matter of 
rejoicing that justice can be ultimately obtained under British rule by efforts. 
Mr. Thompson, the Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan, is very averse tu natives. 
Every one knows his arrangements at the time of the distress and the floods. 
It appears that Englishmen now consider it creditable to hate and oppress 
natives. 


Mr. Laidman. 


(d) —Education. 


27. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the lst December, is 
that Baboo Ambica Churn Sen is shortly 
to be appointed Professor of Agriculture in 
the Hooghly College. The writer is opposed to his transfer from Burdwan, 
where he is labouring assiduously to make the local model farm a success. 
Will it not be well if arrangements for teaching practical agriculture be 
made in Burdwan, where considerable facilities exist for pursuing this study P 
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28. The Surabht and Pataka, of the 3rd December, heartily supports svessm & Parana, 


Mr. Locke, the Principal of the Arts’ School 
in his proposal to establish an Arts Association 
for the improvement of the arts of the whole of Bengal. In the present condi- 
tion of the country, the diffusion of the knowledge of arts has become absolutely 
necessary. The writer asks the people to help Mr. Locke and asks Govern- 
ment to attend to and to spend money upon the instruction of Indians in arts. 
29. The Sanjtvant, of the 5th December, heartily approves of the 
Admission of wicked boys of one Yule made by the Director of Public Instruc- 
school into another, tion that a student in order to be admitted 
Into a school teaching up to the Entrance standard must show the certificate 
of the head master of the school in which he studied last. Formerly, wicked 
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students who where punished in one school left that and got themse} 
admitted into another. Thus their character could not be reformed im 
by the above rule such students will be checked. - Dut 
30. The Datnik, of the 7th December, referring to the statement f 
the Burdwan Sanjtvant that Baboo Ambie 
Churn Sen will be transferred from Bur Pe 
and appointed Professor of Agriculture in the Hughly College, says tha , 
cannot understand what this means. Will an Agricultural College be 


Teaching of agriculture at Hughly. 


established at Hughly, or will it be sought to teach agriculture by th 
appointment of a single Professor? The writer cannot believe that 
Government will, inthe present state of the finances, establish an Aori- 
cultural College. If again sucha college is to be established, why should 
it be established at Hughly 


(e).—Local Self-Government and Muncipal Administration, 


31. The Nava Medini, of the 5th December, observes, in reference 
to the rules framed under the Local Self. 
Government Act, that the rules revarding 
the qualifications of electors in Unions is doubtless a good one, but it is 
Open to one objection, namely, that it excludes all persons who may not 
have paid any tax, namely, the road cess, the license-tax or the chowkidari- 
tax, during the year preceding that of election, from the privilege of electine 
members for Union Committees. Now there are many places in the 
country which will doubtless be included in some Union or other, where the 
men of light and leading, such, for instance, as the local mukhtears, pleaders, 
schoolmasters, who are the most qualified, to take an interest in the work 
of election of members, but who do not pay any of the above taxes, will, 
under the operation of the rule in question, be debarred from electing members 
for Union Committees. It is therefore desirable that all persons who may 
have passed any examination of the University, obtained a diploma from 
any of the Government Medical Schools, or passed the Vernacular or 
Minor Scholarship Examinations, or may have been practising as a mukhtear 
or pleader, or holding some appointment, carrying a monthly salary of 
Rs. 8, should be declared capable of electing members for Union Con- 
mittees, even though they may not have paid any of the taxes in question. 
There is no provision made in the rules for the preparation of a register 
of the electors in Unions, and for the publication of the register. This 
should be prepared and published within the Union at least two weeks 
before the day fixed for the election, and at the same time candidates for 
election should be asked to come forward and signify their intended 
candidature. The standard of qualifications for electors in connection 
with Local Boaeds is somewhat high. The Act, of course, prescribes the 
highest qualifications that may be required of the electors; but it 
is not against the idea of lowering the standard, if necessary. The 
Lieutenant-Governor might have, if he had thought it necessary, lowered 
this standard. A person must annually pay Rs. 64 as rent in order to be 
liable to pay one rupee as the road cess. How many such tenants are 
there in an ordinary village P The same remark applies to those assessed 
with the license-tax. Persons whose yearly earnings do notcome up 10 
Rs. 500 are not liable to pay the license-tax. There are few possessed of 
such large incomes in villages. The editor suggests that the minimum 
amount of the roid cess, and that of the yearly income which should be held 
qualifying in electors, should be respectively fixed at annas 8 and Rs. 150, 
instead of as at present at Re. 1 and Rs. 240 respectively. Tne privilege 
conferred under the rules upon graduates, licentiates, mukhtears and 
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leaders, should be granted also to those who have passed the Entrance 
examination of the University. These latter are perfectly competent to 
elect members for the Local Boards, By excluding them from the privilege, a 
large number of competent electors ar declared disqualified, while a consider- 
able number of persons, who are in no way superior to them, are granted the ’ 
privilege. As regards educated people, it does not appear to be necessary to 
insist upon their possessing any qualification other than education. The 
standard of qualification for members of Local Boards also is slightly high. 
There are few persons to be found in the mofussil who are possessed of 
an annual income of Rs. 1,000. A person who annually pays Rs. 5 as road 
cess is declared eligible for membership, but one who carries on a trade, 
but earns less than a thousand rupees a year, and has no land, is disqualified. 
A person paying Rs. 5 as road cess a year may at the utmost be supposed 
to derive an annual income of Rs. 320 from his landed property. Such a person 
is qualified to become a member of a local board, but a tradesman with an 
annual income of less than a thousand rupees is not so qualified. This is 
far from reasonable. The minimum limit of yearly income should be 
therefore fixed at Rs. 600. As regards membership, the privilege should be 
conferred upon persons possessed of education. Such men, if elected, should 
be declared qualified to become members, even if they did not possess any 
property qualifications. It is laid down that at least one month before the 
date fixed for the election of members for a local board, a copy of the 
register of qualified persons shall be published, and in the next rule it is 
laid down that any person claiming the right to vote may submit an ap- 
plication for the entry of his name in the register, and all such applications 
must be made at least one month before the date fixed for the election. 
How could this be possible if the copy of the register were published ex- 
actly one month before the date fixed for the election? It is therefore 
desirable that the copy of the register should be published at least a month 
and a half before that date. The rule that the only persons qualified for 
election as members of the District Board shall be the members of the Local 
Boards in the district will be productive of inconvenience to those who may 
be members of Local Boards at a great distance from the district 
head-quarters. They will be put to great expense and trouble in atten- 
ding meetings of the District Board. It cannot be expected that all the Local 
Boards will only elect members of the Local Board at the sudder sub-division 
to serve on the District Board. It is therefore desirable that, in accor- 
dance with the provisions of section 7 of the Local Self-Government 
Act, it should be laid down that people who are qualified to become members 
of any Local Board in the district, shal be qualified to become members of 
the District Board also. 


(9) Railways and communications including canals and ‘irrigation. 


32. The Sahachar, of the 3rd December, is glad that Government has —sanscmz, 
directed its attention to the condition of the De 3rd, 1886. 
river Lauiin Baraset. Government should set 

free the Laui and Suti rivers. How often will the writer remind Government 

of its duties. Government has reproved the Calcutta Municipality for the 

loss of many lives owing to their neglect. But the writer can prophesy 

that malaria will soon ruin the villages near the above two rivers if they 

are not set free. Many persons have died in those parts, and many houses 

have become overgrown with jungle owing to the blocking up of those rivers. — 

Baraset and adjoining places were formerly very healthy. These places will 

again become healthy if arrangements can be made for draining the surplus 

water by setting the above rivers free. Instead of excavating the whole of the 
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Suti river, Government should excavate a canal from Chandipore to the 
dhari through Baraset. This will improve health, commerce and agriculty 
in those parts. If Government charges money for water used for im ’ 
gation purposes and levies tolls from boats passing through the canal, it will 
derive a profit of ten per cent. 
388. Acorrespondent of the Bhdrat Mthir, of the 3rd Decembe, 
writes in a desponding tone of the effor. 
which are being made to complete the y 
mensingh railway line. The Consulting Engineer has not, even after his 
second inspection of the line, been able to pronounce it fit for traffic, and 
pointed out the defects which still remain to be removed; sg0 it seems 
doubtful whether the line can be opened for traffic even in 1886, 4 
goods train was the other day very nearly derailed near the Sripore station 
A few days before the Durga Pooja, a goods waggon containing nearly q 
dozen passengers was shattered to pieces. Was it the line that was to blame 
in both cases ? On the line from Mymensingh to Gaffargong, the number 
of carriages composing the trains is not sufficient for the passengers, man 
of whom have to come back disappointed. No arrangements have yet been 
made for removing this inconvenience. It will be well if the train leayine 
Mymensingh for Gaffargong in the morning be timed to start from the 
former place in the evening. 
34. The Sanjtvani, of the 5th December, says that it is rumoured 
‘The increase of the salaries of Eng- that the Hast Indian Railway Company has 
lish Railway officers. submitted a proposal to Government for es- 
tablishing grades for the higher officers. But higher officers mean English 
officers. They already get such high salaries that four able natives can be 
obtained for the amount obtained by each of them; still proposals have 
been made for the increase of their salaries. There can be no doubt that 
this proposal will be sanctioned. But with what face can now Government 


increase the salaries of English Railway officers when it intends to impose new 
taxes for meeting expenditure ? | 


00. The Samaya, of the 7th December, is glad to learn that the Lieu- 

The projected Ranaghat-Bhagwan- tenant-Governor asked the sanction of the 
ans See. Government of India to an expenditure of a 
lakh of rupees on the construction of the Ranaghat-Bhagwangola railway. 
The earthwork of the line is completed. Some additional outlay is now 
required to bring the scheme to a successful termination. The line is cal- 
culated to confer great benefits upon the country, and to increase the income 
of Government and the fame of the Lieutenant-Governor. The work 
should be vigorously proceeded with. Rails can now be safely and advan- 
tageously laid in the parts where the earthwork is completed. The state 
of the soil is now good. If work is now commenced on both sides of the 
Choornee, and the construction of the proposed bridge on that river taken 


in hand, trains may run up to Kishnagore within another eighteen months. 
The writer entreats Government to expedite the work. 


Vidya. 


The Mymensingh Railway. 


(h) — General. 


36. The Pratkar, of the 27th November, says that the common 8aY- 


ing that ‘‘ Providence carries the burden of the 


ae lucky” is not after all utterly devoid of 
truth. Sir Rivers Thompson went to Orissa to enquire about the distress 


of its people, but there spent his time in amusements and festivities 10 
tle company of European ladies and gentlemen. In going to witness the 
extreme distress of thousands of men and women, he regaled himself a 
the expense of subordinate officials. What can be a matter of greater 
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regret than this? For what crime of the people such a worthless man 
came to rule over them no one can say, It is indeed difficult to under- 
stand how a person who cannot realise the simple truth that the mone 

which can purchase the luxuries of one man for a few days might bring 
food to hundreds for a long time has become the ruler of a vast country, 
and how this arrangement came to be ordained by Providence. In Orissa, 
Government has granted relief to the eufferers at the rate of Rs. 2-8 per 
head! Does not Sir Rivers Thompson think of what large sums 
Providence has allotted for the comfort of his single self? So it appears 
that Providence carries the burden of the lucky. 


37. The same paper says that during the one year that Lord Dufferin 


has been in this country, the people cherished 
spiagetesoningen the belief that His Excellency would fulfil 
their expectations. But this he has not done. He is a diplomatist and the 


people are not ableto understand his policy. Since His Fxcellency came to 
this country there have been occasional exposures of the shortcomings of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. But what has Lord Dufferin done in regard to them ? 
He has not attended to them at all. He has maintained silence on the 
subject of oppression by Europeans and refused the prayer of natives 
to get themselves enrolled as volunteers. He has not paid any attention 
to the extreme distress caused to the people of Bengal by successive Pro- 
vidential visitations. ‘To avoid annoyance he left the plains and sojourned 
in Simla. Can a man of liberal sympathies act in this manner? Justice 
is about to fly from this country. The Government of India has not done 
anything to repair the wrong caused to the Maharani of Tikari and the 
Dowager Maharani of Burdwan. There is no hope of justice in these 
cases from the Government of Bengal. Lord Dufferin does not see what 
is going on in the Indian Empire. And what if he did see? He is himself 
unjustly stretching his hand in the direction of native States, and is not 
likely to prevent others from doing wrong. He has shown himself in his true 
colours by placing a British Resident in Cashmere, and there is already a talk 
of placing an English officer in Bhopal. From what has already appeared 
of Lord Dufferin’s policy, it is idle to expect that India will receive any 
benefits at his hands. Next comes his Burmese policy. What offence has 
Theebaw committed that he should be deposed and deprived of his kingdom ? 
Does Lord Dufferin expect to immortalize himself by this act of unjust 
annexation ? 


38. The Chdru Varid, of the 30th November, says that though Lord 
Dufferin has not, like Lord Lytton, given the 


people of India only sweet words, His Excel- 
lency is, like that statesman, fond of durbars. There is only this difference 


between the two, that whereas Lord Lytton caused the native princes to 
attend the durbar at Delhi, Lord Dufferin is going to every native state and 
there holding a durbar. The imperial assemblage at Delhi and Lord 
Dufferin’s tour alike possess one common feature, namely, the exhibition 
of imperial power. When famines rage in India, the rulers are busy with 
festivities and make preparations for war. What sort of policy is this? 
It might be thought that in this way only could the rulers compel the 
native princes to part with their hoards of wealth and benefit poor people 
by providing them with employment. It is, however, hard to appreciate 
this baneful policy. The Editor cannot praise Lord Dufferin for his policy. 
His making war upon Burmah has been a great blunder. There were 
no sufficient grounds for this war. This attempt at extension of empire 
will bring Russia nearer to India, just as the holding of the imperial 
assemblage at Delhi enabled her to make a great advance in the direction 
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of this country. It has been extremely impolitic to enter upon a war 
against Burmah at a time when it was clearly the duty of Government to 
attend to measures of internal improvement. 


39. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the tst December, says that Lord 


| Dufferin has now completed one year of }; 
ee administration, but the pecule have ia ial 
a single expectation of theirs fulfilled during this period. His Excellency 
has not yet givena reply tothe petition of the people praying for the 
admission of natives into the army. Government does not appear to 
have been moved by the extreme distress caused to the people by earth- 
quakes, failures of crops, floods, and storm-waves, nor has it yet taken an 
adequate steps to relieve their sufferings. Lastly, in the matter of the 
Burmese war, Government has completely disregarded the protests of the 
people, who have all along pointed out that there was no ground for the 
war ; that India has no interest whatever in its prosecution ; but that, on the 


contrary, it would greatly injure her. Is this the way to conciliate the 
people and to seek their welfare P 


40. Thesame paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor seems to 
show by his acts that he pursues a polic 
according to which a ruler should think of 
relieving the distress of the people subject to his sway only if he can 
spare time for it. ‘The Editor is always willing to praise Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son for his good asts, but it appears to him that His Honor’s ad- 
ministration aims more at benefiting Huropeans than natives. Is it proper 
that the Lieutenant-Governor should now indulge in festivities in Orissa 
which has become a scene of desolation P Far from svmpathising with the 


suffering people and sanctioning adequate expenditure to relieve their 
distress, he is wasting their money upon his own amusements, 


41. The same paper refers to the restrictions placed upon the sale 
aks ci Menene Sa Diossle. of liquor in Russia and asks, is not Russia 
looked upon as an uncivilised country by the 

English ? The English, it would seem, hold that increase of civilisation is 
closely connected with increase of vice. While Russia disregards con- 
siderations of revenue and restricts the sale of liquor for the good of her 
people, civilised Hngland, through selfish considerations, is devising new 


means for increasing its sale and thus killing her subjects. What has come 
of the Excise Commission ?P 


42. The Bharat Mihir, of the 3rd December, observes in reference 


sSeatenst- unt tute: to Lord Randolph Churchill’s dwelling in the 
course of a recent speech upon the importance 
of India to England that what was pointed out by the Secretary of State 


for India is nothing new. Who requires to be told that England has not 
established her ascendancy in this country or that she does not maintain it 
from motives of disinterested philanthropy? Have the people of India 
still to learn that itis the interest -of the English merchant, the English 
peasant, the English manufacturer, and the English office-seeker that 
accounts for the present great importance of India in the eyes of English- 
men? No one objects to England’s seeking to promote the interests of 
Englishmen, but if Government follows a policy which would benefit 
Englishmen at the expense of Indians, natives cannot feel any respect for 
the Government. The people’ of India do not desire the subversion of 
British rule. Let English supremacy remain intact in India, and let the 
rulers set themselves to benefit this country in a spirit of justice. The 


people of India will then bless them. The weal and woe of natives are 
inseparably connected with those of Englishmen. os 


The Lieutenant-Governor in Orissa. 
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43. The same paper writes complaining that recently, when the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s steamer anchored oppo- 


site Rampore Beauleah, a large number of 
native gentlemen, including many zemindars, went to pay their respects to 


His Honor, and asked to be admitted into his presence ; but that they were all 
sent away, while only European gentlemen and ladies were permitted to see 
him. Subsequently, again, when His Honor went io the Rajshahye College, 
the pupils were not allowed to be present there. It is of course well known 
that native schoolboys are an eye-sore to Sir Rivers Thompson; but would 
he have injured his eyes if he had cast a look upon them? Again, cn the 
occasion Of an evening party given to His Honor at the house of the 
Commissioner of Orissa at Cuttack, the native gentlemen invited to be 
present were kept standing in the verandah for nearly one hour and a half 
before His Honor condescended to come out and speak to them. They 
were all this time shivering in the cold. So much for His Honor’s courtesy, 
and if native papers write of these thiags, they are denounced as seditious 
publications and threatened with a Gagging Act. 
44. The Bharat Mitra, of the 8rd December, says that India cannot be 
Indians and the expenses of the justly saddled with the expenses of the Burmese 
Burmese War. war, either on the ground of the war having 
been undertaken for the protection of the Bombay merchants, or of the 
safety of India. The Bombay merchants are Englishmen and not Indians. 
As for the defence of India, England is interested in it. 
45. The Arya Darpan, of the 4th December, notices with regret that 
Englishmen take very little interest in India. 


: , In the Parliamentary elections now going on, 
the friends and well-wishers of India are not being returned. Englishmen 


do not pay much attention to India. Inthe new Parliament the number 
of well-wishers of India will probably be very small; and if the Conservatives 
return to power, the prospect will indeed be gloomy for this country. 

46. The Sanjicant, of the 5th December, referring to Lord Randolph 
Churchill’s desire that the proposed enquiry 
about Indian affairs should be made in 
England, says that this is very strange. Will the enquiry then end with 
the taking of evidence of Englishmen who are entirely ignorant of India, 
and of Anglo-Indians returned to England who are hostile to it? If the 


enquiry is made in this manner, India will be greatly benefited indeed. 
The writer protests against such an enquiry. 


The Lieutenant-Governor. 


England and India. 


Making of the proposed enquiry 
about Indian affairs in England. 


47. The same paper, in an article on the difference made between Indians | 


and Englishmen, says that, lest she should be 
contaminated by the air of India, the Queen 
not only does not think of setting foot on Indian soil, but also does not 
make mention of it in her annual speech, though she does not fail to mention 
even the smallest of the colonies inher speech. Owing to the same fear, 
the Viceroy does not remain in the country for more than five years. 
For that reason also the Viceroy, the Provincial Governors and the officials 
spend a certain portion of the year on the hills. Though there is no special 
provision for the residence of the Civilians on the hills, there is provision 
for their breathing the pure air of Rngland on full pay. Anglo-Indians value 
the honour of being British-born subjects so much that when their wives 
are in the family way they send them to England. In order to encourage 
Englishmen to preserve their birth-right, Government has made different 
laws and different systems of administration of jxstice for Englishmen and 
natives. If an Indian commits murder, he is hanged ; but if an Englishman 
cominits murder, it is decided that the murdered person had & diseased 
spleen. As Sudras had only the right of serving the higher castes under 
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Hindao rule, as Hindus could not enter public service under Mussulman 
rule except in great exigencies, Hindus under Britiso rule occupy similarly 
low positions. Government has made it impossible for even those Hindy 
youths who may consent to separate themselves from pative 80Clety to 
obtain high offices by lowering the standard of age for the Civil Service. 
Is it possible for native youths to pass the Civil Service Examination at 
nineteen years of age? Natives are not also admitted to those high offices 
for appointment to which passing the Civil Service Examination ig not 
necessary, on the ground that they are unfit for them. Lord Ripon wag 
severely blamed by Anglo-Indians for appuinting a native to the Chief 
Justiceship of the High Court the other day. Thus the caste system, which 
existed under Hindu and Mussulman rule, has not been abolished under 
British rule. The only difference is that the Hindu and Mussulman rulers did 
not profess the principle of equality and the English Government professes it, 
48. A correspondent of the same paper says that the men of coolie 
A woman of a respectable family depot have sent to the Assam plantations a 
sent to the plantations. Hindu widow named Khirod& belonging to q 
respectable family in Burdwan whom her paramour treacherously left at the 
depot in order to get rid of her upon finding her in the family way. She w- 
landed at Tejpore on the 12tn October from the steamer Sanaz. 
49. The Bangabdsi, of the 5th December, says that, though Govern- 
Wicaniin ment has appointed a large number of public 
ao vaccinators, the people are for various reasons 
unwilling to get themselves vaccinated by them. The vaccinators and the 
Inspector of Vaccination are not allowed fair pay, and hence it is that able 
and experienced men do not care to accept the posts. The unwillingness of 
the people to get themselves vaccinated by the existing staff proceeds from this 
cause. Government is asked to entertain qualified vaccinators on adequate pay. 
50. The Uchit Vaktd, of the 5th December, fears that the Press Act 
will be reimposed if the Conservatives are 
ging yictorious at the general election. Oppressors 
have always been known to be opposed to 
freedom of speech, by which their acts of oppression are exposed before the 
public. In order to prevent such exposure of his wrong acts, Lord Lytton, 
who was an oppressor, gagged the native press. Men formerly considered 
Lord Dufferin a Liberal ; but his stationing a full power Resident in Kashmr, 
his engaging in an unjust war with Burmah, and his conduct during the Volun- 
teer agitation, have deprived him of the reverence of the peovle. His acts are 
like those of Lord Lytton, and his thoughts are like those of Lord Dalhousie. 
Men do not fear him less than they did Lord Lytton. The writer does not 
think that Lord Dufferin will consent to earn disgrace by reimposing the 
Press Act; but even if he does so, or threatens to kill native Editors, they 
will not cease to speak the truth. a 
51. The Sddhdrant, of the 6th December, says that Lord Dufferm's 


eo policy is both Liberal and Conservative. Like 
the Conservatives, he has been eager to increase 

the strength of the Army. Like the Tories, he also determined to fight with 
Russia for the fixing of the Afghan frontier. In deference to the wishes of 
the Tory Ministry, he has entered upon a war with Burmah, and 1s about 
to annex it. In his foreign policy, Lord Dufferin has followed the estab- 
lished policy of the Tories. Lord Dufferin’s Burmese policy is no 
in accordance with Liberal principles. But Lord Dufferin’s policy towards 
the native princes is in accordance with Liberal principles. In conferring 
full powers upon the Maharajah of J aipore, he said that he approved 0 
the policy of non-interference with the administration of Native States a0 
of confidence in native princes. Such generous words are worthy of true 


Lord Dufferin and the Gag 
Act. 
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Liberals like Lord Ripon. Lord Dufferin has also followed the policy of 
the Liberal party and of Lord Ripon by restoring the Gwalior Fort to 
Scindhia. For this the writer thanks him in the name of all Indians. 
The writer cannot approve of Lord Dufferin’s foreign policy, but he 
approves of his internal policy. He hopes that Lord Dufferin, after getting 
rid of the external difficulties, will make Indians happy by his liberal 
olicy. 
F 52. The same paper says that there is no reason for apprehending any evil 
_ results from the proposed enquiry about Indian 
The proposed enquiry about Indian affairs, If the administration of India has been 
— carried on satisfactorily, the glory of the Indian 
rulers will be increased by the enquiry. If there are, on the other hand, 
any defects in the system of administration, they will be removed, and Indians 
will be benefited. Thus in both cases no one will be injured. That 
an experienced man like Mr. Morley has opposed the enquiry is due to his 
want of Indian experience. Mr. Morley says that no good will be done 
by the unprecedented enquiry proposed by Lord Randolph Churchill. But 
Mr. Morley should know that such enquiries were made under the East 
India Company. 

63. The same paper says that Indians are mistaken in thinking that 
the Liberals will remove all their sorrows. To 
them the Liberals and the Conservatives are 
both the same. Lord Randolph, who is the leader of the Conservative 
party, has acquired such political experience at an early age as has been 
but rarely acquired by statesmen at that age. Many persons hope that 
India will be greatly benefited if the Conservative party remains in power, for, 
if Lord Randolph Churchill remains Secretary of State for India for some 
time, he will do much good. His proposal for the appointment of a Parlia- 
mentary Commission for enquiry about Indian affairs shows his strong desire 
to benefit Indians. The writer highly praises Lord Randolph Churchill for not 
looking upon questions from a party point of view, but for seeing whether 
a measure is calculated to benefit the public. The writer prays that he 
may live long and benefit the world by walking all his life in the path of 
rectitude. 

»o4. The Som Prakash, of the 7th December, says that, while Lord 

: Randolph Churchill has satisfied Indians by 
SOnh Rannetgh Channa proposing the appointment of a Commission 
to enquire about Indian affairs, he has dissatisfied them by his condemnation 
of Lord Ripon’s policy. The writer cannot say whether India can be 
benefited by a man holding such contradictory views. 

55. The same paper, referring to the new appointments to the posts 

of the Commnater i-mate of yep and of 
The posts of Commander-in-Chief Bombay, says that it was decided by the Arm 
eae oe eer Soaaion that the above ie were ax 
necessary. Government is obliged to appoint Commissions at times to 
save its reputation; but it does not hestitate to act against the recommen- 
dations of those Commissions. 

56. The same paper, referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s praise 

of the journalistic impartiality shown by the 
The Lieutenant-Governor and native Jate Baboo Kristodas Pal, and to his statement 
papers. that native papers are now conducted ina 
spirit which is quite the reverse of it, says that native papers have no 
personal antipathy to Sir Rivers Thompson, is evident from the 
fact that they all praised him at the commencement of his administra- 
tion. He should have considered that there must be some reason for their 
present condemnation of his acts. He seems to think that native papers are 
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unjustly blaming him from ill-feelling. The writer expected that th 
Lieutenant-Governor would express such an opinion some time or other 
It is very easy to condemn native newspapers, but itis a difficult thing ai 
prove that they deserve such condemnation. The Lieutenant-Governoy 
believes the native papers to be inspired by ill-feelings; but his oats 
is full of erroneous beliefs, and his errors can be traced in every part of the 
province. 


57. The Anandé Bazar Patrika, of the 7th December, gives the 


nae : substance of a speech supposed to h: 

ectl ch. f ave b 
ee delivered by a successful candidate for Parlia. 
mentary election to his English electors. The speaker promises that, if he 


is elected, he will help still more to ruin the indigenous industries of 
India, to provide Englishmen with highly-paid appointments under the 
Indian Government, to saddle India with the cost of any public undertakin 
England may engage in, to enable English offenders in India to do illecal 
acts with impunity, to maintain English ascendancy in India, to make 
experiments in legislation or scientific enquiries easy, to increase the number 
of English Magistrates in India, to increase their already large powers, 
and to make schemes of territorial annexation like that regarding Burmah 
easier. The speech is loudly applauded by the electors. 


58. The same paper ~~ os it ec believe that Mr. Lal Mohun 

osh would have been able, had he been 

i en elected, to do much good to India in Parlia- 
ment. The Editor is always opposed to efforts to benefit India with the 
help of Englishmen. Indeed, so long as the people of this country continue 
to look up to others for their own improvement, no improvement will be 
possible. But his return to Parliament would have increased the respect 
for British rule in the minds of natives, and would have enabled Englishmen 
to commit increased oppression upon the people of India with impunity. 
His return would have also proved beneficial to the British Government, 
inasmuch as the authorities in KEngland might have obtained correct 
information from him regarding the facts of the Indian administration. 


His defeat therefore ought to be regretted and not rejoiced over by 
Englishmen. 


59. The Dainik, of the 7th December, says that the system of 


farming pounds has led to much oppressions. 
When pounds were placed under a paid 
servant by Government, the pound-keeper had no interest in bringing cattle 
unjustly to the pound. But under the present system the farmer 
induces men by bribes to bring cattle which have not trespassed into fields, 


&c., to the pound. It has become absolutely necessary that such oppression 
should be checked. 


60. The NMavavibhakar, of the 7th December, says that it has pointed 
out before that even Civilians have been 
obliged to admit that a change has come over 
India. The patriarchal form of Government is no longer suited to the 
country. Equality and justice are now valued by Indians. Mr. Cotton, in 
common with Messrs. Colvin and Scott, have supported the principle of 
justice in the administration of India. None of these gentlemen want to 
incite natives to hostility against British rule. Englishmen in England, 
like John Bright, have always recommended such a policy. Lord Ruapon 
tried to pursue such a policy. This is also the policy which is appraved by 
the educated community of India. But Sir Rivers Thompson has not yet 
learnt to look with a favourable eye upon the men who recommend such a 
policy. He has. not yet ceased to impute bad motives to such men. He 


Farming of pounds. 
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still wants to make people believe that his favourite Anglo-Indian officials 
are greatly loved by the people. He has said, in his reply to the address 
of the Balasore Municipality, that it is the fashion now-a-days among some 
people to say that the relations between Government and the people have 
become strained, and that discontent and disaffection now prevails among the 
latter. But men like Mr. Cotton and Mr. Colvin have never spoken of the 
prevalence of such discontent among the people. They have only spoken 
of the dissatisfaction which is naturally awakened in the minds of 
natives by the difference made between them and Englishmen. But the 
truthful Sir Rivers Thompson, instead of alluding to such natural dissatis- 
faction, has spoken of disaffection. Nor has Sir Rivers pointed out 
the fact that up to this time natives have spoken nothing against Gov- 
ernment itself, but only against its officers. Sir Rivers Thompson has been 
guilty of misstatement by saying that the old feeling of the people towards 
the officials has not changed. But he has been obliged to admit some change 
in the feelings of natives by the statement that whereas formerly the accept- 
ance of Government was based on the consciousness of its strength and power, 
it is now more securely founded on the intelligent and sympathetic 
co-operation of natives. Referring to Sir Rivers Thompson’s insisting upon 
the desire of the English Government to benefit and confer privileges upon 
the people, the writer says that Indians have always praised Government 
for such beneficent intentions, and that they have only blamed the officials 
for their acts. Sir Rivers Thompson has committed a great error in 
identifying the officials with Government. The people of England condemn 
the acts of Liberal or Conservative Ministries, but they are not guilty 
of disloyalty to the English Government by such condemnation. Had 
such condemnation amounted to disloyalty, many Liberals and Conservatives 
would have to be hanged. 


61. The same paper, referring to Lord Dufferin’s statement in the 
course of his speech at the Agra College 
ote People and informations about that he will endeavour to gratify the legiti- 
mate curlosity cf natives, the writer says that 
what His Excellency considers as mere curiosity he considers to be a 
very necessary privilege. The people should have the right of knowing 
everything connected with the administration of the country. Such right 
is possessed by the people in every civilized country. Parliament, which is 
the representative of the Englisn people, bas the right of knowing every 
State secret. But the people here, who have no assembly to represent them, 
far from knowing weighty matters, cannot even know anything of the 
circulars and resolutions. Lord Ripon ruled that native papers should be 
supplied with circulars and resolutions; but that rule has been made a 
dead-letter by the Secretaries. The people everywhere can know of the 
state of the finances in which they are greatly interested; but Indians 
have no such rights. ‘The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin will really 
gratify the legitimate curiosity of Indians. 


62. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 9th December, referring to 
Mr. Keswick’s speech at the -St. Andrew's 

iit. Keswick end the fanning ofreee inner, advises him in a friendly spirit not 
eae to rekindle the extinct flame of race-animo- 
sity. Is it not advisable to remove race feelings altogether from the 
country ? Does he expect that owing to his speech Lord Dufferin will be 
avenged upon natives for the Ibert Bill? By his attack upon Lord Ripon 
he has again indirectly attacked Indians. Is this calculated to benefit 
the State? The writer desires that Mr. Keswick should desist from making 
such political speeches. 
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638. The Dainik, of the 10th December, complains that the substance 

of the articles of many newspapers is given 
in a very short space in the Government report 
on native papers and that such rubstance is given only of the articles and 
editorial paragraphs, leaving, so far as the writer is aware, the mofussil news 
the news column, and letters from correspondents, as a rule, unreported. 
The writer also complains that such a small number of copies of the report 
are printed that even District Magistrates do not obtain them. 


The report on native papers. 


II ].—LeEGIsLative. 


64. The Navavibchkar, of the 7th December, says that Government has 
brought about oppression in tea plantations by 
applying to coolies Act XIII of 1859, which 
was framed for keeping the labourers in the Presidency towns in check, and 
was not meant to apply to the coolies in plantations. Mr. Elliot, the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam, and all judicial officers, have said that, after 
the passing of the. Emigration Act of 1882, that Act cannot apply 
to the coolies. But two Judges of the High Court passed a contrary 
The planters want that Act I of 1882 should be 
repealed, and that Act XIII of 1859, which is a powerful instrument of 
oppression in their hands, should be maintained. But the writer knows that 
Government is not so foolish as to do so, and hopes that Act XIII of 1859 
will be repealed. 


Act XIII of 1859. 


1V. —Native States. 


65. The Aindu Ranpka, of the 2nd December, is glad to notice that 
the Maharajah of Tipperah is anxious to intro- 
duce reforms into the administration of his 
State, and that he has for this purpose appointed Babvo Deno Nath Sen, 
the able Assistant Inspector of Schools, Dacca, as manager of his affairs. 

66. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 3rd December, referring to the 
rumour that the Gwalior Fort will be restored 
to Scindhia, says that every one will be glad 
to find that the English Government is now 
eager to free itself from the charge of faithlessness. The writer praises the 
discretion which Lord Dufferin has shown in deciding upon this step. 

67. The Bhdratbdsi, of the 5th December, is exceedingly glad to 
hear that Lord Dufferin has restored the Fort 
of Gwalior to Maharajah Scindhia. Lord 
Ripon paved the way for this measure, which would have been accomplished 
if he had still remained in India. Lord Dufferin has acted very wisely in 
this matter, and has by this act entitled himself to the gratitude of the 
people of India. 

68. The Samaya, of the 7th December, says that Maharajah 
Scindhia is exceedingly gratified at the 
restoration to him of the Fort of Gwalior. 
The English are making much of this act of generosity done by them; 
but a man’s acts show his true nature. In making a gift to Scindbia 
and doing him honour, the English have not failed to make a good and 
profitable bargain. 

69. The Sar Sudhanidhi, of the 7th December, says that Scindhia has 


not derived any benefit from the restoration of 


the Fort of Gwalior, inasmuch as he will have 
to give to Government the Jhansi Fort, 15 lakhs of rupees, and the 


expenses of the removal of the English troops from the Gwalior Fort. The 


Tippersh. 


The restoration of the Gwalior 
Fort. 


Rendition of the Gwalior fort. 


Rendition of the Gwalior Fort. 
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( 1501 ) 


only benefit that he has derived is that British troops have been removed 
from the heart of his capital to some distance. 


70. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya «va» Prana. 


, , | CHANDRODAYA, 
Lord Dufferin and the restoration gavg that, if the rumour that Lord Dufferin pec. 7th, 1985. 


eigen has recommended the restoration of the 
Gwalior Fort to Scindhia is really true, he is really deserving of praise. 

71. The Dainik, of the 7th December, referring to the rumour that Danae, 
the Viceroy will inflict further punishments 9°” oe 
upon the husband of the Begum of Bhopal, 
says that such treatment with the Begum of Bhopal, who and whose 
ancestors have been always faithful to the English Government is improper. 

But the English Government is so intoxicated with pride that it has no 
power of judging what is proper and what is improper. 


The Begum of Bhopal’s husband. 


72, The Sambdéd Prabhdkar, of the 11th December, says that “uu 


: _ ord Dufferin has delighted not only 
The restoration of the Gwalior 


Fort Sindhia, his subjects and the native princes, 

but also all Indians under British rule by 
the restoration of the Fort of Gwalior. This is the most glorious act 
under Lord Dufferin’s administration. 


V.—ProspPects oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEUPLE. 


73. The Sanjivant, of the 5th December, says that the distressed = savsvam, 
i inhabitants of Mayurhati in thana Hanskhali =P: 5 185. 
sj zuceavi loans to the people of Hans: in Nuddea were informed that they would 
obtain loans at a small interest from Govern- 
ment at Krishnagunge. The cultivators went with the documents of 
their lands to Krishnagunge; but when they had arrived there, they were 
informed tnat they would obtain money in Chapra. But though they 
have travelled from one place to another, they have not obtained a single 
farthing. How can the people be attached to Government after this? 
The people in some villages who asked for loans of Ks. 50 have obtained 
loans of from Rs. 5 to 7. Where 20 persons applied for loans, ten have 
obtained them. Many of them have spent upon travelling a large part of 
what they have obtained as loans. People are afraid to borrow money 
from Government lest their lands should be sold for the responsibilities of 
others, and therefore many did not go to borrow such money. ‘Those who 
went to borrow money have again suffered in this manner. 

74. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 7th December, notices the “"Parane” 
existence of severe distress among the people Dee. 7th, 1885. 
in the flooded tracts, caused by want of food 
and dwelling-houses. Many have not been able for want of seed-grains 
to cultivate the winter crops. The crops uf those that did so are perish- 
ing for want of rain. Cattle-plague has made its appearance, and the 
zemindars are pressing for the payment of their rents. The zemindars 
cannot be blamed for this, because Government has shewn them no 
mercy in the matter of land revenue. Government is asked to grant 
tuccavi loans to the suffering ryots, to supply them with the seed of the 
guinea grass which, if cultivated, might provide them with good fodder for 
cattle, to provide them with the services of Veterinary Surgeons, to supply 
them with the seed of boro paddy, and to help them with small capitals 
in order that they might start some small trade. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


75. The Sanjivani, of the 5th December, heartily sympathizes with (Sarum 
the noble object of Lady Dufferin, and has °° *™* 
no doubt that the work undertaken by a lady 


of her position will be successful. 


Distress in the flooded tracts. 
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Dacca Praxassz, 
Dec. 6th, 1885. 


Samvap Bawiga, 
Nov. 26th, 1885. 


SEBAKA, 
Nov. 28th, 1885. 


UTKAL DIPIKa, 
Nov. 28th, 1885. 


UTgaL DipiKa. 
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76. The Dacca Prakash, of the 6th December, says that the mone 

sc _, of Lady Dufferin’s Fund, which has been almost 

Fas | Ps agai Fond and English wholly paid by Indians, should not be spent 

for the maintenance of English female 

doctors. Only so many English female doctors should be brought at first 

as may be sufficient for the purpose of the medical education of Indian 
women. 


Urtva Papers. 


77. “The Samvdd Bahika reports that several houses in Mathasahi 
in the town of Balasore, were destroyed by 
the sudden breaking out of fire in that part 


Fire in Balasore. 


of the town. 
78. Referring to a petition presented to His Honor the Lieutenant. 
A petition to the Lieutenant-Gover- Governor of Bengal by the people of Khurda 


nor. on his visit to Bhubaneswar, the Sebghg 
makes the following remark :— 


“Not knowing the details of civil administration in Khurda, we are 
not in a position to make any remarks either in favour of or against the peti- 
tioners ; but we think the Civil authorities would do well to go over the peti- 
tion carefully, and take the best possible care to remove the grievances, 
if there are any, without the least possible delay.” 


79. The same paper makes the following remarks in connection with 

Government Resolution on the Ad- the Government Resolution on the Adminis- 

as a ee ey ee Report of the Tributary States of 
: Orissa for the year 1884-85 :— 


“We have gone through the Government Resolution on the Administra- 
tion Report of the Tributary States of Orissa for the year 1884-85, but we fear 
that the spirit of the remarks of the Government of India, that ‘no steps 
should be taken in any way indicating a desire to claim Moyurbhunj as 
part of British India,’ seems inconsistent with the tone of the remarks 
occurring at the end of the Resolution, namely, that ‘ the Chiefs should not 
be permitted to exercise their discretion in this matter’ (in the matter of 
vesting their subordinates with Magisterial and Judicial powers.)” 


80. The same paper quotes at length the intimation of the Govern- 
ment of India in connection with the Statu- 
tory Civil Service published in the last issue 
of the Calcutta Gazette, and expresses a hope that some Uriya candiddfes 
may go up for the competitive examination to be held under the new rules. 

81. A correspondent of the same paper, named Baboo Bholanath 
Das, has written two able articles, published 
in two successive issues of this journal, wherein 
he deprecates the wayward policy of Government in not enlisting the 
services of paiks and khandaits of Orissa in the Military Department. The 
correspondent remarks tbat the creation of an Uriya regiment will be found 
an immediate success, and that Government must not in any way ignore 
the martial instincts of the Uriyas, 

82. The Utkal Dipika, regrets to learn that the Commissioner of the 

The Lieutenant-Goyernor and the Orissa Division and the Collector of Cuttack 

Cee SEs See prevented the Orissa People’s Association from 
presenting their address to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
on his recent visit to the Cuttack district. 

83. The same paper hears that a Bengal regiment will be posted at 
A Bengal regiment proposed to be Cuttack in the place of the Madras regiment, 
Co ee and remarks that this change, if carried out, 


The Statutory Civil Service, 


Uriya recruits for the Indian army. 


( 1508 ) 


will be looked upon by the people of Cuttack with anything but good 
feelings, for the Telegus, who are generally employed in Madras regiments, 
are peaceful in their habits, and orderly in their manners, and in these 
they form a strong contrast to the Hindustanees, who are fiery in 
their nature and quarrelsome in their dealings with the people among 
whom they live. The paper remembers how, 30 years ago, a Bengal 
regiment, stationed at Cuttack, became a great source of trouble to the 
residents of the town, and how a strong Magistrate like Mr. Harrison was 
found unequal to the task of preserving peace in it. 

84. The same paper requests His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
The age limit in the Subordinate Bengal to increase the maximum limit of 
Executive Service. age of candidates going up for the Subordinate 
Executive Service from 25 to 30. This increase, if effected, will enable, 


it remarks, a large number of candidates in Orissa to go up for the 
examination. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mus. & Bue, 


Bengali Translator. 
BenoaLt TRaNsvatror’s OFFICr, 


The 12th December 1885. 
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UrKkaL DaBPaX, 
Nov. 28th, 1885. 
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